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CRAIGALLION



‘Craigallion’ is in one 

of Skelmorlie’s cherished 

addresses in a commanding 

position overlooking the Firth 

of Clyde towards Bute and Arran

Views from property and immediate location



Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay provide excellent local shopping, including an award winning butcher and delicatessen. 
The two villages form a belt of substantial, predominantly Victorian dwellings, where wealthy merchants of Glasgow built 
their holiday and weekend homes. Today, many of these dwellings have been subdivided and are occupied by families 
commuting daily to Glasgow. By road via the A78 and M8, the city centre of Glasgow can be accessed, under normal 
driving conditions, in about forty-five minutes and in a similar time by train from Wemyss Bay railway station. Wemyss 
Bay also serves as the ferry terminal for holidaymakers travelling to Rothesay and the Isle of Bute. Prestwick Airport 
(thirty-three miles) provides flights to London Stansted, Ireland and a wide variety of continental European destinations. 

Local secondary schooling can be found nearby at Largs Academy, with Glasgow and Kilmacolm providing an excellent 
choice of private schooling. There is a local primary school in Skelmorlie.

For sporting enthusiasts, the Firth of Clyde provides some of Scotland’s most testing waters and is home to a number 
of acclaimed marinas including Kip Marina and Largs Yacht Haven, where many fine craft can be found. There are a 
number of good golf courses in the area including Skelmorlie Golf Club’s eighteen hole course.

Skelmorlie Shore - Golf Club - Bowling Club - Tennis CourtWeyme Bay - Ferry Terminal - Train Sation - Golf Club - Shore Road
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Visitors to Glasgow Museum of Transport may give the model of a Clyde paddle steamer in its 
glass display case only a cursory glance, but if they were aware of the epic story associated with 
this little vessel named ‘Eagle’ it would certainly hold their attention! And if they knew of her heroic 
Scots skipper, William Watson, whose exploits in the American Civil War, both as a soldier in the 
Confederate Army and as master of the ‘Eagle’ running the blockade of Southern ports, the vessel 
would hold a special fascination.

Watson is held in high regard by historians in the U.S. for two books he wrote on his return to Scotland, 
‘Life in the Confederate Army’ and ‘The Adventures of a Blockade Runner’, published in Britain in 1887, 
which have become sources of reference for Civil War writers. When his army book was published the 
Boston ‘Sunday Herald’ proclaimed it ‘the best story of the Southern side yet written’.

William Watson was born in 1826 in Skelmorlie, Ayrshire, on the Firth of Clyde. His father Henry 
Watson, was English by birth and a landscape gardener who came to Skelmorlie in 1820 to layout 
the grounds of Ashcraig and remained there for forty years. William would have been brought up with 
the vista of the Firth on his doorstep at a time when paddle steamers were heralding the new era of 
steam population. This may have stimulated his interest in ships and travel since in 1846, as a young 
man of twenty, he left home to journey to the Caribbean islands and the prospect of a new life with 
the flavour of adventure.

By the time the Civil War broke out in 1861, Watson had become a respected figure in the business 
community: but, as a British National, found himself in an ambivalent position. Wishing to be 
supportive of friends, he had become an active member of the local volunteer company of riflemen. 
The rest is now history and a colourful and interesting career was thus formed.

Watson eventually returned home to his native Scotland after his eventful life during the Civil War and 
its aftermath with sufficient assets, it appears, to set himself up in business. He started a shipbuilding 
yard in Port Glasgow, building small steam vessels and he was the proprietor of the Ladyburn 
Boilerworks in Greenock. He prospered to the extent that he could afford a fashionable house in 
Glasgow and a large villa in his home village of Skelmorlie. He was married at the age of forty-five and 
in his time built three houses in Skelmorlie, two of which he called after battles he had taken part in, 
Pea Ridge and Oakhill. Pea Ridge is now known as Craigallion!

Watson’s exploits have been featured on the BBC programme “Clydebuilt”, presented by David Hayman.
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This is a charming, six bedroom detached, traditional villa constructed around 1871, which is deceptively 
spacious and provides a highly successful marriage of traditionally proportioned apartments with a number 
of unique features and has the added benefit of planning permission to construct a separate four bedroom 
detached house (approx 2000 sq ft) within the grounds. The property sits within large mature gardens, which 
have been professionally landscaped to enjoy the simply wonderful outlook and further benefit from a patio 
area, private seating areas, greenhouse and vegetable patch. The property can be accessed via a private 
carriage driveway, offering off-road parking for a number of vehicles, leading to an independent detached 
garage (power and light), with a log store under. 

Over the last few years, the property has been refurbished, modernised and updated by the current owners, 
carefully retaining a wealth of the traditional features, alongside a wonderful blend of 21st century improvements, 
making this property “as unique as it is beautiful”. The traditional building has been carefully maintained both 
internally and externally, to create fantastic and flexible accommodation, which only a viewing will qualify. The 
bespoke interior offers sophisticated living space, with exquisite, restored period detailing including ornate 
cornicing and rose work, fireplaces, skirtings and working shutters, which is inherent with a home of this age 
and character. It also benefits from a new roof to both the main house and detached outbuilding in 2012.

The subjects are entered via a private vestibule, with a further glazed door leading through to a large 
welcoming reception hallway, with staircase off to the upper landing and access to the principle ground 
floor apartments, which are colonial in style. The lounge is of palatial proportions, with both high ceilings and 
intricate ceiling cornicing. The bay window, to the rear aspect, floods the room with natural light and perfectly 
frames the outstanding views of the Firth of Clyde. The feature (open) fireplace is the other key focal point of 
this room. Glass sliding doors can easily be folded back to give open-plan access to the reception hallway. 
The separate open-plan dining room has ample space for a table and chairs for more formal dining with 
friends and family. The picture window to the rear aspect offers similar views to that of the lounge and also 
has a matching feature fireplace. A family room, with a feature picture window, is also located on the ground 
floor and is sure to be a popular feature with younger members of the family and for mum “keeping an eye”, 
as this room is located just off the kitchen. It further benefits from a large storage cupboard (formerly pantry). 
The kitchen/diner has been beautifully fitted to include a good range of contemporary floor and wall mounted 
units, with a striking work surface, which provides a fashionable and efficient workspace. It further benefits 
from an integrated fridge freezer and a feature Belfast sink, making this the ideal kitchen for an aspiring chef. 
Every room has been designed to maximize the view and the kitchen is no exception. There is ample room in 
this area for a table and chairs for more informal gatherings and this zone is certain to become the very ‘heart’ 
of the home. The serving hatch to the dining room could be easily reinstated if desired. A spacious utility room 
(split into two sections) is located off the kitchen and is plumbed for a washing machine, tumble dryer and 
dishwasher. It also has a feature Belfast sink. A good-sized cloakroom/boot room and separate sewing room, 
with original wall units, complete the impressive ground floor accommodation.

The original sweeping staircase leads to first floor level, revealing six substantial bedrooms, a fantastic family 
bathroom, and a separate shower-room. An ornate leaded glass window provides a stunning focal point from 
the landing. The master bedroom is the last word in luxury, with a picture window offering tremendous views 
into the distance and a feature fireplace. All of the bedrooms have space for additional free-standing furniture 
if required. The four-piece bathroom and separate shower room create the perfect ambiance in which to 
unwind. A linen cupboard (off the landing) complete the accommodation on this level.

The specification includes gas central heating and double glazing for additional peace of mind.

Prominently 

situated in 

an elevated 

position on one 

of Skelmorlie’s 
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after avenues, 

‘Craigallion’ 
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views (both day 

and night) over 

the Firth of Clyde 

towards Bute and 

Arran and is one 

of the finest 

homes in the area 

to be marketed 

for some time. 

Craigallion





ENTRANCE HALLWAY LOUNGE
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An ornate leaded glass 
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MASTER BEDROOM 

BEDROOMS 2-4

The master 
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BEDROOMS 5-6 BATHROOM Cloakroom/Boot Room SHOWER room



Externally, there is a detached outbuilding with power and light. It is 
set over two levels and is currently being used for storage but has 
a range of uses. It has been cleverly incorporated into the planning 
permission for the new detached residence within the grounds.

Planning Permission For New Build Within Grounds:
Full planning permission was granted on the 14th November 2014 
(14/00541/PP) for the erection of a substantial & executive detached 
house that incorporates the existing detached outbuilding and 
makes full use of the outstanding view. It is assumed that the plot 
has no onerous burdens or restrictive servitudes within the title. 
We understand the approx size of the new build is circa 2000 sq ft.

Residential Sales Value:
Due to the exclusive location and outstanding outlook, we feel 
demand would be high for this unit once constructed. We have 
carried out our own market research and spoken to a local 
chartered surveyor and would suggest the re-sale valuation to be 
around £315,000/£325,000.

Services:
We believe that all main services are located in the vicinity of the 
site. However, prospective purchasers should make their own 
enquiries with the appropriate service providers. 

Additional Information:
Further information to that shown, which includes all planning 
drawings and decision notice can be made available upon 
request. Please note that we have included consented outline 
design drawings within this schedule and as such will require 
significant further design development, prior to submission for 
Building Warrant.

McEwan Fraser Legal are of the opinion that early internal 
inspection is absolutely imperative to appreciate the extent, 
standard and flexibility of accommodation on offer at this asking 
price and to avoid disappointment.
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Approximate Dimensions (Taken from the widest point)

Ground Floor
Lounge 4.90m (16’1”) x 4.20m (13’9”)
Dining Room 4.90m (16’1”) x 4.50m (14’9”)
Family Room 4.00m (13’1”) x 3.30m (10’10”)
Kitchen/Diner 5.30m (17’5”) x 3.50m (11’6”)
Utility 1.90m (6’3”) x 1.80m (5’11”)
Store 1.90m (6’3”) x 1.90m (6’3”)
Sewing Room 2.40m (7’10”) x 1.70m (5’7”)
Cloakroom/Boot Room 3.30m (10’10”) x 2.70m (8’10”)

First Floor
Master Bedroom 4.50m (14’9”) x 4.50m (14’9”)
Bedroom 2 4.50m (14’9”) x 3.90m (12’10”)
Bedroom 3 3.00m (9’10”) x 2.71m (8’11”)
Bedroom 4 3.60m (11’10”) x 3.60m (11’10”)
Bedroom 5 3.50m (11’6”) x 2.90m (9’6”)
Bedroom 6 3.60m (11’10”) x 2.60m (8’6”)
Bathroom 3.00m (9’10”) x 3.00m (9’10”)
Shower Room 2.19m (7’2”) x 1.60m (5’3”)

External
Outhouse Ground Floor 1 3.50m (11’6”) x 2.30m (7’7”)
Outhouse Ground Floor 2 3.50m (11’6”) x 2.50m (8’2”)
Outhouse Attic Space 4.80m (15’9”) x 3.50m (11’6”)
Garage 10.30m (33’10”) x 4.50m (14’9”)

Gross internal floor area (m2): 246m2

EPC Rating: E

FLOOR PLAN
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Available

Tel. 0131 524 9797     
www.mcewanfraserlegal.co.uk     
info@mcewanfraserlegal.co.uk

Disclaimer: The copyright for all photographs, 
floorplans, graphics, written copy and images belongs 
to McEwan Fraser Legal and use by others or transfer to 
third parties is forbidden without our express consent 
in writing.

Prospective purchasers are advised to have their interest 
noted through their solicitor as soon as possible in 
order that they may be informed in the event of an 
early closing date being set for the receipt of offers. 
These particulars do not form part of any offer and all 
statements and photographs contained herein are for 
illustrative purposes and are not guaranteed. Buyers 
must satisfy themselves for the accuracy and authenticity 
of the brochure and should always visit the property 
to satisfy themselves of the property’s suitability. The 
dimensions provided may include, or exclude, recesses 
intrusions and fitted furniture. Any measurements 
provided are for guide purposes only.
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